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Abstract  

Imaginative fiction is a form of writing that exists since ages. The role of creative writing in shaping the society 

and education through its lens of reality is vital in language and literature. Thus, this paper is a systematic review 

of pertinent studies on using visuals as prompts to develop creative writing skills among ESL learners from year 

2014 - 2021. This systematic review aims to highlight this research question; how does visual elements develop 

creative writing ability among ESL learners. This paper highlighted what are the benefits of visual elements to 

mould creative writing ability in primary ESL learners. 14 studies were systematically reviewed and the findings 

revealed that visual elements do paved the way to promote creative writing among ESL learners. The findings 

also elucidate on the impact of visuals as prompts to facilitate ESL learners to become better writers.  This verdict 

recommends that educators apply the technique of using visual elements in their writing class to mould primary 

ESL learners’ ability in creative writing to become good writers and producing credible imaginative fiction. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  

Sigmund Freud once said that words have a magical 

power. They have the ability to shape the society and 

describe the reality through pieces of writings such 

as stories. One might not realise the significance of 

the utterances people use and the impact they have 

on others when writing letters, matter-of-fact emails 

or text messages. That is when one sits and devour a 

favourite book, be it in the classroom setting or 

among book enthusiasts, that a person realise how 

impactful well-chosen words are. Words in a piece 

of creative writing can set a whole scene, evoke 

multi-overlapping emotions and even move people 

into taking actions. The novel, Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory, written by one of the most 

prominent figures in children’s literature, the 

incomparable, Roahl Dahl himself, showed the 

world that one’s life experiences and imagination, 

once put into words, could leave a great mark on the 

world. The writing illuminated how Roahl Dahl’s 

mind speaks and the story’s values of trusting life’s 

process, and that the best things in life are worth 

waiting for, inspire people to look at life positively 

around the globe, especially avid readers. This story 

berates the minds of the indescribable imaginations 

one could have and he artistically laid the 

imagination in words, not to mention, embedded 

values that impact the world greatly especially 

among the readers. 

A learner might have a great understanding of art, 

science or history. However, if they are unable to 

express their intelligence in words, those expertise 

would not be recognised. Same rules apply to second 

language learners (L2) as many ESL/EFL learners 

around the world have found it challenging to write 

down and express their thoughts effectively. 

ESL/EFL educators around the world have 

discovered that the learners’ needs, backgrounds, 

learning styles and writing strategies of most 

ESL/EFL learners differ dramatically [2]. Such 

differences lead to differences in the ability to write. 

It is not surprising that many students dislike writing 

since it is a difficult skill to master. This can be seen 

from the fact that composition or essay writing has 

at times been regarded as one of the least popular 

activities in a language classroom. Any learners of 

the English Language need to master the art of 

writing not to merely survive the language but to 

communicate. Communication in this sense not only 

refers to between individuals, but also 

communication to express ideas, perspectives, 

illustrate imaginations and creating literature. 

Assisting primary school ESL learners to develop 
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strong creative writing skills is crucial in helping 

them to control their language proficiency in 

communicating exactly what they wish to say in 

written words that will give them a voice to be heard. 

Developing the ability in sequencing words into a 

piece of writing is already a challenge among L2 

learners, what more to say creative writing? 

According to [3], in order to produce a piece of 

coherent, and eloquent extended writing, is  the  

most arduous  task  to  achieve  in  language  

learning.  Learners who struggle in writing often 

experience difficulty planning a story [4]. Learners 

with no past of favourable results in writing would 

struggle even with samples of writing provided [4]. 

According to [1] often writing is difficult as finding 

the right words to express one’s imagination and 

thoughts is a puzzle that needs to be solved. 

Balancing the demands in creative writing such as 

audience, plot, cohesion, vocabulary, grammar, to 

name a few; can be a challenge for children’s 

working memory (p. 112). One of the major 

concerns in an ESL classroom is the techniques to 

be used to pave a way to mould the L2 learners’ 

ability in writing. Numerous techniques have been 

implemented in the classroom and one of the notable 

techniques is using visual elements to shape writing 

ability among learners. For instance, based on the 

writers’ workshop (Calkins, 1986; Graves, 1983) 

and Ernst’s (1993) artists’ workshop, it was found 

that Micheal Dunn came up with the Thirsty 

Thinkers, a writers’ workshop for primary learners, 

where the little writers were given the chance to 

learn a narrative story-writing strategy. This strategy 

incorporated art in the pre-writing stage to prompt 

and motivate learners to create their own story. 

 
Research Objective 

To explore the impact of using visuals to promote 

creative writing ability in Primary ESL learners. 

 

Research Question 

How does the use of visual elements helps to 

promote creative writing ability among primary 

school ESL learners?  

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Defining Writing 

 

Writing  skill is the one of the pillars of language 

learning. Writing, without doubts, is a vital part of 

students’ academic success and its productive nature 

makes it a medium for learners to communicate and 

express themselves using the target language. 

According to [5], the process of writing is a process 

of conveying information or expression of inventive 

ideas in the most consecutive way. [6] stated that 

writing skill is an active thinking process. The 

writing process can be planned and have multiple 

alterations before its general availability. Language 

has a generative nature [7], and one of the best 

exemplification of ‘routine’ creativity of ideas [7]. 

This is due to the monumental repertoire of array 

probability it gives. Hence, writing is described as 

the process of making meanings in a creative nature, 

which is achieved through the continuous operation 

especially in terms of relating which form an 

interaction between the writer and written text [7].  

Due to this nature of writing, writers can be 

perceived as creative thinkers, designers or problem-

solvers as they gracefully and adroitly balancing 

task limitations and illustrating the creative 

linguistic resources to produce art in written forms 

[7]. Writing in the ESL classroom is definitely not 

an easy task. [8] stated that ESL learners are given 

motivation to give extra attentiveness regarding 

accurate and proficient language use in writing (p. 

31). When learners are actively involved in the 

writing process, they will deliberate over and apply 

how a language is used. The language development 

of the learners will be activated as the learners will 

resolves the issues in their writing. As the process of 

writing involve the process of reflecting, it has 

become a constraint that is challenging especially 

for L2 learners. In addition, writing is a challenging 

skill for ESL learners to acquire as it requires the 

learners to follow specific steps and conventions. 

These steps and conventions include organising, 

developing ideas and information, and the practice 

of accurate grammatical items. Choosing the 

suitable and right vocabulary to eliminate any 

ambiguous meanings is also included as it is crucial 

in focusing and emphasising ideas [9]. Learners who 

are hesitant to write things down often suffer in their 

process of writing. They would face difficulties as 

they begin to search for some reasons to producing 

written sentences. 

 Based on the definitions, an overview of writing 

skills can be attained. Writing is a productive 

process which includes stages of writing. The first 

stage refers to the exploration and transmission of 

ideas, thoughts and feelings into written words. 

Next, learners learn the avenue of language rules and 

organisation where they organise their ideas 

coherently through drafting grammatically and 

orderly. Writing productions should always be 

meaningful to the audience which is why the stages 

of writing should be executed in a systematic 

manner. When it comes to writing, a qualified 

production is the result from its complexity, which 

is why educators need to consider their writing class 

well to cater to all of their students’ needs, potential 
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and capacity in writing. As writing is a necessity in 

the evolving world especially in education, various 

types of writings need to be written in the correct 

manner. Essays, creative writing products, reports, 

research papers to say the least. The end product of 

learners’ writing journey should be aimed to present 

the learners’ academic style and in the long run, this 

would reflect the learners’ professional image. 

 
Unfolding Creative Writing 

 

Imagination has always been a part of our lives. 

When a young learner writes his or her ideas down, 

completing and organising the ideas to become a 

story enable the child to develop an array of lifelong 

skills. Integrating writing as a way to mould and 

demonstrate young learners  ’creative side would 

assist in their ability to focus on their surroundings, 

improve their commitment and their dedication as 

well. These valuable skills are the ones, employers 

look for in a candidate. 

Creative writing helps to develop an individual’s 

creative thoughts. The use of imagination, would 

open up possibilities and alternatives which would 

broaden their thought processes and problem-

solving abilities. It also allows young learners to 

demonstrate their opinions and use their own voices 

to tell the story from their own perspectives, not to 

mention, to develop their logical skills.  

      Inspiring young learners to be creative develops 

a wide range of abilities and at the same time 

building their sense of confidence. Having the sense 

of confidence would enable them to morph into 

powerful adults, who can communicate their 

thoughts, feelings and point of view in a clear 

manner. Developing their inspiration in creative 

writing provides the opportunity for positive impacts 

on them but the occasion is getting more limited in 

the classroom. Finding their way or their own image 

in writing would enable young learners to turn this 

into a talent and allowing them to enjoy harnessing 

this ability.  

      Creative writing is a chance for young learners 

to make use of the language that they have shaped, 

reshaped, broken and amended. Some words might 

be well-worn but writing would be a journey for 

them to discover themselves and their potential. It is 

also a tool to help learners to unleash their creativity 

and feel more comfortable with writing especially in 

terms to describe their every day life, which has been 

shown to enhance language learning. 

According to [10], learners will gain autonomy in 

their learning and attain knowledge more the than 

required knowledge in all fields (p. 263).  

     Creative writing projects would allow learners to 

uncover their personality, express themselves 

artistically, and channel their imagination especially 

to discover their writing style. When it comes to the 

university level, creative writing is encouraged as 

learners, especially ESL learners would be able to 

expand their vocabulary to elevate their language in 

the academic setting. A well-written piece of writing 

involves a wide range of vocabulary, language use, 

process of thoughts, planning and organisation. As 

creativity seems to diminish as people grow older, it 

is crucial to keep enhancing the ability to write and 

develop imaginations. Developing imagination in 

creative writing would assist learners to clarify 

thoughts into logical processes especially emotions. 

This would enable the learners to be able to reflect 

and their own lives and workplace with clarity. As 

their writing develop over time, they would notice 

the wide range of language that they have 

accomplished which would be invaluable in their 

career path or any social situation in the future. 

When the learners create characters in their writing, 

they will have to go through a series of thought 

process. The learners will build personalities, world 

views that are different from others and creating 

emotions as well. Therefore, they will be developing 

empathic skills, by understanding others  ’views who 

don’t experience life in the same way as them. 

By practicing empathy, the learners would be able to 

immerse themselves and commiserate with their 

peers’ problems and they can help them feel valued. 

This would lead to a more collaborative conditions 

which would ultimately lead to better relationships 

and success in their goals in life. 

 

Visual Elements in Writing: A Greater Depth 

Visual elements, are known as still images, such as 

paintings, cartoons, photographs or maps play a 

crucial part in opening up our comprehension and 

views about the historical world [11]. [12] stated that 

the functions of visual elements as teaching medias 

are to turn abstract matter becomes concrete and to 

portray the object that is hard to be found. It is 

sensible since the visuals can represent an object that 

is difficult to be brought to the class such as 

dinosaurs, lions, fairies, etc. In teaching by using 

pictures, there are some procedures that should be 

considered by the teacher. [12] noted that the 

educators should consider whether the pictures and 

arts used are interesting for the learners. By 

choosing the appropriate pictures, the educators then 

can show it to the learners whether by sticking it to 

the whiteboard or by projecting it through laptop by 

using projector. After the learners look at the picture, 

then they may get some ideas because they can see 

the object directly instead of imagining it. 

The illustrations paint the written words on paper for 

the learners, hence their words are more explanatory 

and expressive [13]. 
     Visuals are powerful tools in education. Visuals 

trigger emotions and memories as they allow 
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learners to imagine, put themselves in the photo, and 

begin to unravel the story that the photo holds. When 

it comes to using photos in writing, the visuals do 

not have to be stunning images. Take fantasy 

images, they are excellent for stimulating new ideas 

to aid writing especially with young learners. It can 

just be simple images instead of complex ones so 

learners could focus on the task at hand. Using these 

visual writing prompts as images help to create 

meanings and generate new ideas. This process can 

be very effective story starters especially for young 

ESL learners. By using powerful images, ESL 

learners are able to use visual foundation for the 

written pieces such as analysis of cause and effect 

[14]. According to [15] when the learners use the 

provided needed vocabulary in the writing process, 

the words integrated into pictures illustrated the 

creative thinking process of the learners. It also 

illustrate how their minds think, plan and discover 

the vocabulary needed to produce a piece of writing. 

Integrating both visual and written modes assist 

learners to develop articulateness in expression (p. 

31-39). Having visual prompts mean that learners 

would always have new ideas ready to be forged. 

How do educators go about in using visuals prompts 

to develop writing? Teachers in class can use visual 

elements that the learners find fascinating or like and 

utilise it as a medium to combine thoughts for 

writing. Young learners would remember 

experiences creating a formative sense, especially 

on what it means to be a writer. 

 

Pictures in writing cause faster and stronger 

reactions. The limitation of many classrooms means 

that the lesson has to be the windows to the outside 

world. Once the learners comprehend the 

representation and reference of the outside world, it 

is hoped that they could portray their experience 

through the language in their writing [16]. This is 

where the visuals elements come in. Learners 

engage with the content from the pictures where 

thoughts and emotions are triggered. These would 

result in information retention which could support 

and generate ideas for writing as the function of 

visual memory is stored in the medial temporal lobe 

where our emotions are processed. The human brain 

sets up in a scheme where both visual impetus and 

emotional response are linked to form memories. 

Visuals thinking tools encourage ESL learners to 

explore and use their imagination apart from 

motivating the learners to think creatively without 

inhibition. Those tools provide representations for 

the context of various patterns of thought processes 

and unconsciously, the learners would apply higher 

order thinking such as analysing information. At the 

same time these learners develop better 

metacognitive skills [2]. For instance, when visuals 

are given to the learners, they would subconsciously 

try to figure out the meanings and message for the 

graphics.  
 

III. METHODOLOGY 

The method for this paper involved the main strategy 

which is the use of visuals as prompts to promote 

creative writing ability among ESL learners. Steps 

in planning the review: 

• Plan and identify the objective of the review. 

• Conducting the review by identifying pertinent 

researches on the use of visual elements in writing. 

• Describe the reviews by presenting the findings.  

 

The papers for this reviewed were retrieved from 

these data bases:  

• Google  Scholar 

• Science  Direct 

• JSTOR 

• SAGE 

• Educational Resources Information Centre 

(ERIC) 

 

     14  articles  or  studies  published  between  2012-

2021 were identified from these materials.  The 

terms or keywords field used to identify past related 

studies were (visuals), (creative writing) and (ESL 

learners). The criteria for the identified papers were 

as such: 

i. Learners involved are ESL learners 

ii. The papers must revolve around teaching English 

as a second language (ESL). 

iii. The papers emphasise on using visuals for 

creative writing in ESL context. 

iv. The  research paper  could  be  from various 

research designs as various methodologically 

studies are required.  

 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

A picture paints a thousand words. The question is, 

how do we integrate pictures in creative writing? To 

what extend does it assist in creative writing? What 

are the benefits? Like virtually or any other teaching 

resources, pictures can be used to enhance student 

learning and to develop students self-esteem, or their 

utilisation can be of little or no value and, if used 

carelessly, can, in fact, undermine students  ’self-

confidence. Graphics supports writing literacy in 

various ways where it is an excellent way to 

distinguish English Language learners  ’ability as it 

reduces pressure from reluctant learners or striving  

writing learners or writers. 

Using visuals give these learners the opportunity to 

analyse photographs instead of traditional texts. 
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When it is just merely a photo or a picture, the 

emotions or descriptions of the subjects in the 

graphics as compared to written words.One can 

always appreciate the beauty of visuals without the 

need for words but when combined with written 

words, visuals can mean much more as it could 

expand ideas. Visuals in fact, possess the element of 

power to make the learners see their surroundings 

differently and when they harness this to be used in 

their creative writing, they do not only produce a 

piece of writing but also an awareness of the world 

around them. Visuals help the learners to make sense 

of the world around them and transfer that to their 

writing. 

Table 1.1 Summary of studies on the utilisation of visuals in promoting creative writing ability among ESL 

learners  

 

a) Article/

Study 

b) Title c) Results d) Suggestions/Reco

mmendations 

[17] Using pictures in the english as a 
foreign language (EFL) classroom: 
Investigate its potential 
contribution for developing 
students ’writing skill 

The findings implied that the group 
which integrated pictures in writing 
produced less grammatical errors 
compared to the control group.  
The results validated the significant 
effect of using pictures in teaching 
writing among EFL students. 

A number of researchers continued this 
domain and investigated the practice of 
using other elements such as film or 
cartoons strips to develop writing 
skills. 
The result showed potentials in 
increasing learners ’writing skills using 
pictures and it should be addressed in 
the future researches.  

[18] ESL Learners ’Perspectives on the 
Use of Picture Series in Teaching 
Guided Writing  

The findings dictated positive 
perspectives on the use of picture 
series in writing classes. 
It encouraged learners ’participation 
in an ESL classroom to produce longer 
paragraph after the treatment session. 

The researcher hoped to have ample 
time to execute another study in other 
types of teaching aids such as comic 
strip, mind map or newspapers to 
improve students ’writing skill.  

[19] An Exploration of Integrating 
Visual Arts to Enhance Narrative 
Writing in the Elementary 
Classroom 

Integrating art improved students 
writing skills through visual arts. 

Educators can harness the learners ’
creativity and form love of the arts to 
improve elementary children’s 
narrative writing. 

[20] The Use of Cartoon Film Media in 
Narrative Writing Skills for 
Elementary School Students  

Using cartoon films can improve 
learners ’increase ESL learners ’
proficiency in writing. 
In cycle I (pre-cycle) the average value 
of 67.74 rose to .87. Meanwhile, in 
cycle II, the result increased from 
67.74 to 82.26.  

Educators should implement the use of 
cartoon film to enhance or develop 
narrative essay writing skills among 
students.  

[21] Using Pictures Series Technique 
to Enhance Narrative Writing 
among Ninth Grade Students at 
Institución Educativa Simón 
Araujo 

The technique using picture series 
developed the learners ’overall 
growth in writing, specifically in areas 
such as transition or logical 
sequencing or the exposure of ideas.  

For further researches, it is 
recommended to use picture series 
technique in writing classes. The 
versatility and the highly diversified 
topics enable teachers to use it with 
learners across all grades in a writing 
classroom.  

[22] Using Pictures as Teaching Media 
in Writing Descriptive Text (A Pre-
Experimental Study at one of 
Junior High School in Garut, West 
Java, Indonesia) 

The integration of pictures as a tool in 
a writing classroom has proven to be 
effective to develop the learners ’skills 
in writing descriptive essays.  

The result encouraged educators to 
implement using pictures as a teaching 
media un writing classes due to its 
advantages.  
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[23] The Use of Pictures Story in 
Improving Students ’Ability to 
Write Narrative Composition 

The research showed a positive result . 
A significant difference can be seen  as 
learners who practiced Picture story 
technique in writing narratives. This 
can be seen on the mean score of the 
experimental group of (75.80) while 
the control group attained (68.03).  

The researcher encourages the 
implementation of picture story to 
improve the writing skills among the 
learners.  

[24] The Effectiveness of Using 
Photograph in Teaching Writing 

The findings indicated a relevant 
increased in the mean score between 
the group using photographs in 
writing compared to the group 
without photographs.  
After the session, the mean is 75.43 the 
standard deviation is 9.370 the df is 
44, and the significance is 0.00.  

Future researches can use this study to 
conduct other investigation on the 
issue  but with different genres to get a 
deeper and wider understanding.  

[25] INSTAGRAM IN ESL CLASSROOM The findings proved that the social 
media platform such as instagram is an 
effective writing tool as the learners 
are motivated in learning. The learners 
showed positive interaction between 
the learners through the platform 
which is vital for improvements 
through feedback.  

Further research hoped to aim on the 
essential tools of Instagram such as 
linguistic intelligence that could benefit 
for educational purposes.  

[26] The Effectiveness of Pictures in 
Enhance Writing Skill of Senior 
High School Students 

The result concluded that the picture 
technique develops the writing skill of 
high school learners.  

Further research suggests to 
implement teaching writing using 
pictures as it improves the learners ’
writing skills better than the 
conventional technique.  

[27] The Use of Pictures in Improving 
Students ’Writing 

The result portrayed that the use of 
pictures to teach writing indicated an 
increase in scores. 

It is hoped that educators practice the 
use of pictures more often during 
writing classes.  

[12] Picture This! Teaching Writing by 
using Pictures to Junior High 
School Students 

The findings showed positive results 
after they were taught using pictures 
in their writing class.  
The findings showed the difference 
between the t-test value. The result 
showed the t-test value showed 
significant increase.  
The t-test value was 9.645, while the t- 
table value was  2.120.  
The result proved that there was a 
significant improvements between the 
students ’pre and post results as the t-
table was lower that the t-test value.  

It is hoped that the teachers can choose 
appropriate teaching media that can 
help the students easily understand the 
material, in this case writing 
descriptive text  

[28] Integrating the Visual Arts into 
Writing: Effects on Student 
Learning and Engagement.  

The findings showed that the 
participants achieved positive effect in 
their engagement in writing due to the 
integration of visual art.  

Educators who utilise this approach 
should attempt to make as many cross-
curricular connections as possible to 
other subjects in order to make 
learning as authentic as possible. 

[29] The Impact of Visual Arts in 
Students ’Academic Performance 

The findings of the study illustrated a 
significant distinction in the pre and 
post test between the experimental 
and control group. The experimental 
group achieved better results in 
writing compared to those who used 
the traditional lecture-discussion 
method.  

The integration of visual art 
encourages learners to participate and 
have better confidence level in writing 
classes.  
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Table 1.2 Summary of Findings 

Findings Purpose Number of Articles 

Visual elements promotes motivation 
in ESL learners in writing 

• Stimulus 
• Prompts 

4 studies  

The use of visuals enhance creative writing 
ability 

• Reinforcement 10 studies 

 

The use of pictures in developing creative writing 

helps in visual thinking. This is a learning style 

where the learner try to have a better understanding 

and better retention of information by associating 

ideas from images to form concepts and transform 

them into written words. Based on the findings from 

summarising all the 14 articles, it was found that the 

use of visual in to develop creative writing skills can 

be divided into three purposes. Visuals were used as 

stimulus and writing prompts were identified in 4 

studies. Meanwhile, 10 studies showed that visuals 

were used as supplementary in writing class to 

enhance their creative writing skills. According to 

[17], his study showed that the subject matter or the 

content of the visuals which was used as prompts for 

writing was proven to show evidence on the 

production of narratives. Better narratives were 

produced through the used of visuals as prompts 

especially ones that showed interaction between the 

subjects. These aid in the organisation of the creative 

writing produced.  Based on the findings by [18] it 

was found that using visuals in various learning 

environment help learners to participate, and this 

will improve their confidence. As the learners enjoy 

performing the writing task by using visuals as 

stimulus, their knowledge and abilities in creative 

writing also escalate. The findings from the 

researches prove that visual prompts allows ESL 

learners to have a deeper interaction with written 

words through representations of meanings. Any 

forms of graphics introduces the process of 

analytical thinking which generates meanings that 

these ESL learners use to produce a piece of writing 

or stories. Learners learn how communicate their 

thoughts in written form. They experience the world 

beyond their own, and this is extremely important 

considering the benefits of visuals to assist them in 

making sense of a wide range of topics. They learn 

how to communicate their thoughts in written words 

to produce a qualified piece of writing, especially 

when they connect to a scene different than their 

local environment. According to a research by [19] 

participants cited that visual arts integration into 

writing affected students’ comprehending of 

concepts as it assisted learners facilitate the steps in 

the writing process and developed cross curricular 

connections to concepts in various subject areas. 

Based on a research by [20], the findings showed a 

positive result as pictures does help the students to 

write. After 16 sessions of instructions, it was found 

that learners who learn writing skills using the 

integration of pictures could produce more word 

count within the time frame time which was 20 

minutes.  They even used more cohesive devices, 

and produced less grammatical errors.  

     The use of visual elements to mould learners to 

become good creative writers. Creative writing can 

be used to produce screen plays or a play in school 

among ESL young learners. It helps the learners to 

evoke emotions and put themselves in the 

characters’ shoes. These emotions can be conveyed 

to the readers where the written forms if portrayed 

successfully can give impact to the readers who 

share the same situations. According to [21], the 

learners’ writing ability taught by using photographs 

was very good. It means that the photographs 

aroused the learners’ motivation to form ideas, 

thoughts, feelings, and express them into written 

form. There was an increased scored in the students’ 

writing ability after the learners were introduced to 

the technique of using photographs. The picture 

technique enabled students to form connections 

between ideas and develop them by relating their 

ideas to produce narratives. This enabled the 

learners improved their English writing skills 

significantly from poor to good. This can be proven 

by the learners’ mean score of pretest is 51.60 and 

mean score of post-test is 79.70 in their writing class 

where pictures are integrated [17].  

Based on the researches, the use of visuals serve as 

a way for creative expression to these ESL learners. 

Being creative helps these learners to think outside 

of the box and the manner of thinking serves a great 

purpose, especially when in comes to producing a 

piece of qualified writing. Creative writing helps to 

release learners’ innermost feelings especially the 

ones they would otherwise keep inside and people 

who write regularly could creatively express 

themselves without even realising it at times. 

Educators can mould these writers to become good 

writers by using visual elements to generate ideas 

better and to inspire their writing. This is because 

according to [22] writing helps learners in their 

social development. 

It connects the learners with their environment 

where they feel the need to take into account the 

audience and purpose in their writing. The ability to 

connect with their environment will help the learners 
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with their utterances at the same time. Writing with 

their friends ’feedback, makes learners learn among 

themselves. This would result in the learners 

forming awareness with their surroundings and this 

benefits their creative expressions. In addition, 

according to [23] in order for learners to integrate art 

successfully as a writing tool, educators in the 

classrooms need to show their support towards their 

students. They must be present by getting involved 

with the task by asking questions so they are able to 

understand the creative mind of their learners. Thus, 

the integration of visuals in a writing classroom 

would be bear success.  

 

Benefits of using visuals  

ESL learners can write but how can we be sure the 

benefits of using visuals in promoting creative 

writing meet its purpose among these learners? 

Many learners struggle with creative writing due to 

the fact that generating and organising ideas are 

difficult for ESL learners. According to [24] a 

shared artistic experience sparks insights and it 

awakens participants to new possibilities in learning 

(p. 1-28). That is why visual prompts techniques is 

important not only to assist the learners to discover 

their own personal writing experience but also to 

effectively produce a craft in a written piece. When 

visual elements are used effectively, it becomes a 

creative strength and mould individuality among 

these learners. While nurturing the learners ’choices 

in the pictures they use in their creative writing 

processes, educators have to ensure that the stimulus 

are relevant.  

     Using pictures in promoting creative writing also 

provide an interactive atmosphere in a writing 

classroom. The integration of visual imagery in 

writing enhances the learners  ’abilities in problem-

solving and having the sense of empathy which are 

important in the field of creative writing. An artistic 

environment makes a more relevant and engaging 

writing class. ESL learners would be immersive in 

the environment and graphics used as stimulus 

would assist to inspire them to produce a story in 

their own voice. According to [25] the use of visual 

presentation would benefit the learners as the visual 

traces are remembered better (p. 93). Showing 

graphics such as photos, can get ESL learners to be 

excited to write a story of their choice. For instance, 

when the learners are able to see a picture of a 

famous landmark, they are likely to be engaged in 

using it to brainstorm ideas for their piece of creative 

writing. According to [26], integrating the arts can 

be beneficial for students and educators. Educators 

know that students love to do activities, play games, 

and listen to music. Why not use the student’s 

interest in the classroom to enhance their learning, 

in particular narrative writing. One way that 

elementary educators leverage students  ’interest is to 

integrate the arts within the curriculum. 

The process of writing especially narrative has been 

more productive where the educators have better 

lesson plans, an optimal classroom management, 

and an effective use of cartoon film [27].  

    Images are powerful to boost the ESL learners’ 

understanding of what to write. It might be tough for 

them to connect the dots or to imagine what to write 

for their writing but, with the aid of images, they 

would be able to have a deeper thinking on the 

subject matter. The researchers also discovered that 

the picture technique elevated the cognitive 

processes among ESL learners, especially on the 

formation of connection between events in the story. 

Using pictures in writing also assist the learners to 

determine the proper words to represent these 

connections [28]. Educators would be able to open 

up a whole new realm of opportunities in a writing 

class through this technique as visuals have 

significant impact on the brain. Visual elements help 

to retain and capture information longer if compared 

to texts. According to [29], the analysis of interview 

of the data from his research showed that “learners 

had positive perspective on the use of picture series 

in teaching guided writing. Firstly, the learners 

claimed that the pictures used was interesting and it 

aided them to focus in the writing lesson. They were 

curious to the pictures and listened attentively to 

teacher’s explanation. With the guidance of teacher 

and pictures as a visual aid, they were able to write 

better " (p. 74-89). Writing using guided words was 

a setback for ESl learners due to their incompetence 

in the language.  The integration of pictures enabled 

learners to elicit ideas and form better understanding 

on various situations [30]. Learners are also able to 

organise their stories better through the use of 

pictures. According to [31] picture prompts inspire 

writers better compared to verbal ones. Once the 

learners receive visuals as prompts, they would be 

able to organise and connects their ideas well. In 

turn, producing a well-written piece.  

     Another significant benefit of visuals as one of 

the best learning tools to mould creative writing is 

that these elements are “eye catching.” ESL learners 

would benefit when the stimulus are more exciting 

and attractive as they could learn better. Pictures 

allow for more participation in writing classes when 

discussions or brainstorming are based on visuals. 

According to [32] learners’ interest in writing comes 

from the innovation of pictures in a writing class. 

Students are able to generate ideas easily and 

teachers are able to explain better to weaker ones. 

[33] mentioned that the integration of picture in 

writing can enhance their understanding which leads 

to better vocabulary used in writing. Based on his 

research, the learners who were taught using pictures 

as prompts had better performance in their writing 

class compared to students who were taught in a 

conventional writing class. 
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Based on a research by [18], the integration of visual 

art in writing classes was effective. The 

experimental group had an active participation from 

the learners regarding various writing activities was 

outstanding. The overall outcome portrayed positive 

results on using art in writing classes especially in 

bridging the connection of meaning-making among 

learners. Another research by [34] which integrated 

technology in writing where the teacher used the 

social media platform called Instagram, fuelled their 

interest towards learning English language. The 

learners were able to interact as they read and write 

to give their posts and comments. The perks of using 

this social media platform is the value of familiarity 

among learners nowadays. This value supported the 

learners to be brave to voice out their comments or 

responses based on the posts given by their friends. 

Visual elements and descriptions are parts of 

creative writing. It keeps the readers connected with 

visuals and pictures in the story Creative allowing 

the readers to imagine themselves in the character’s 

shoes. The elements of visuals and its functions are 

intertwined in the process of creative writing as the 

combination of the elements create a unique piece of 

narrative.  

 

 

V. RECOMMENDATION 

Visuals must be carefully selected to support the the 

learners’ comprehension of the topic. However 

strong they are on their own, visuals must be 

integrated into the theme of the creative writing’s 

subject matter. The written words do support the 

visuals, and the visuals further exemplify the 

meaning of the story created. However, in order to 

achieve a greater depth of the work, educators must 

take into account of children’s work of using visuals 

as writing tools not only as an afterthought, but the 

end product as well, which is the composition [35]. 

Educators need to understand that visuals and 

writing serve as a bridge on meaning making [36]. 

Educators can form a bridge of connection which 

can nurture ESL learners’ skills in writing if they are 

willing to guide their learners on how an illustrator 

make decision about pictures are a lot like a writer’s 

decisions about words. By doing so, learners will 

feel the sense of achievement as they improve 

themselves from time to time. Another suggestion is 

to provide a constructive feedback session for any 

writing activity because based on the teacher’s 

remarks of self-regulatory feedback, learners would 

be able to learn from other mentor writer and make 

amendments which can enhance their writing skills 

as it is important to work with writing in all ways in 

order to help the students become good writers [37].

VI. CONCLUSION 

The use of visuals in writing has proven to be of 

great aid in the creative writing classrooms. The 

researches showed that using pictures or graphics in 

moulding creative writing enabled the learners to 

experience a fruitful process of writing and abandon 

the thoughts that writing was challenging. It gives 

different perspectives on writing as the process 

could be fun especially when the teachers integrated 

picture-based classroom activities during pre-

writing stage to increase the learners’ enthusiasm. It 

would attract learners to complete the writing task. 

ESL learners with high motivation would be 

interested to learn and accept knowledge easier. 

Hence, it could improve their learning achievement 

and attain meaningful learning especially in 

producing an intricate piece of creative narratives. 
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